SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION POLICY: MARCH 2006

The District of Bolsover will promote an approach to design and forms of construction that integrate social, environmental and economic factors and that ensure a healthy, affordable, resource efficient and functional built environment that respects biodiversity and our responsibility to future generations.

Background:

This policy statement is one of the initiatives resulting from the Council’s Community Strategy that supports the continuing improvement of Quality of Life of all people in the District. It is underpinned by European, National and Regional policies

The policy will assist:

· Meeting the Community Aims for the District as set out in the Community Strategy

· The Council’s  sustainability objectives
· UK Government Headline Indicators

· The Councils’ Best Value Performance Plan

The policy is based on the UK policy for Sustainable Construction 2000 “ Building a better quality of life: A strategy for more sustainable construction in the UK”, specifically:

· More investment in people & equipment for a competitive economy;

· Achieving higher growth whilst reducing pollution & use of resources;

· Sharing the benefits of growth more widely & more fairly;

· Improving our towns & cities, and protecting the quality of the countryside;

· Contributing to sustainable development internationally.

The policy acknowledges, as outlined in the UK policy for Sustainable Construction 2000, that a sustainable construction approach involves all of the following actions: 

· Delivering buildings and structures that provide greater satisfaction, well-being and value to customers and users;

· Respecting and treating its stakeholders more fairly;

· Enhancing and better-protecting the natural environment;

· Minimising the consumption of energy and natural resources;

· Securing a  profitable and competitive environment.
Definitions for the purposes of this policy:

Sustainable Development

Development that takes account of everyone's needs now and in the future, here and around the world.

Sustainable Construction

Sustainable construction provides built developments that are efficient and affordable, socially acceptable, and less damaging to the environment.

Sustainable Design

To design a product or process that fulfils the requirements of sustainable development.

Policy Statement

In recognition of the significant influence that built development has on the physical and economic health and well-being of individuals, communities and organisations and the impact of development on the environment, The District of Bolsover commits itself to a Sustainable Design & Construction Policy.

The Council will promote an approach to design and forms of construction that integrates social, environmental and economic factors and ensure a healthy, affordable, resource efficient and functional built environment that respects biodiversity and our responsibility to future generations.

The aim is to develop new and existing buildings and other forms of construction that: 

· Do not consume a disproportionate amount of resources, including land and energy, during construction, use or disposal;

· Do not cause unnecessary waste of energy, water or materials due to short life, poor design, inefficiency or less than ideal construction and manufacturing procedures of components;

· Use renewable - including recycled - resources wherever appropriate;

· Do not endanger the health of occupants, or others, through exposure to pollutants, the use of toxic materials or providing host environments to harmful organisms;

· Enhance living, leisure and work environments;

· Support individuals and communities and local business;

· Create employment opportunities and support the local economy by developing and encouraging production of sustainable products and materials for local markets;

· Are affordable, manageable and maintainable in use;

· Minimise the use of polluting forms of transport, and encourage access to and the development of safe, non-polluting and sustainable forms and systems of transport;

· Minimise the use of materials from, or which cause damage to, threatened species or environments.

The Council commits itself to undertake appropriate actions to implement this policy and to communicate it to its members, construction clients and their professional advisors, trades-people, contractors, constructors, building operators, communities, end-users and policy makers.

This policy will be reviewed at the same time as the Community Strategy.
The policy fully reflects the Council’s Corporate Policy Aims:

· Community Safety – Ensuring that communities are safe and secure

All built developments to comply with the highest practicable standards in respect of safety and security. All future projects will be checked against the principles of designing out crime through schemes such as 'Secured by Design'. This policy will therefore enhance the beneficial effects the built environment has on individuals and local communities.

· Regeneration – Developing healthy, prosperous and sustainable communities

Buildings and infrastructure represent a significant use of economic, human and environmental resources. All built development will be considered in respect of its role in increasing prosperity in particular by looking to ensure that long term obligations such as running costs and maintenance are minimised, that design elements such as day lighting and good indoor air quality that are known to enhance performance are sought and that opportunities for generating local employment are maximised. This policy will aim to ensure that funding available now will be used to meet current and future needs and minimise environmental damage over any given project’s life.

· Social Inclusion – Promoting fairness, equality and lifelong learning
All involved in construction related activity (clients, designers, constructors, building managers and trades-people) will be encouraged to undertake skills training so as to be able to give adequate consideration to sustainable construction.  Learning within buildings built or modified to enhance sustainability will provide valuable experience for children and adults as well as offsetting any increases in energy costs in the medium to longer term. The policy will also seek to provide improved access to learning facilities/services through design. This policy will increase the skill levels in the region.

Individual buildings and the built environment can have a crucial impact on the physical (and economic) health and well-being of individuals, communities and organisations. Where buildings contribute to ill health and disaffection and undermine community they are undesirable and unsustainable. The construction industry and its suppliers are major contributors to pollution inside buildings by increasing levels of synthetic chemicals from both construction and maintenance materials; and the occurrence of sick building syndrome. It has been shown that different building materials can lead to a greater sense of well being than others. An integrated approach to transport planning (including walk and cycle networks) to include homes, work places and services can encourage participation with associated health benefits. This policy will assist in minimising adverse impacts of construction and construction related activity on health.

· Environment – Promoting and enhancing a clean and sustainable environment

The development of roads and infrastructure and the construction, fit out, operation and demolition of buildings is a huge factor in human impact on the environment through material and energy consumption, pollution and waste. There is growing evidence of the polluting impact of the construction industry and its suppliers:

· In the global atmosphere by the depletion of the ozone layer, and global warming;

· On land by the pollution of soil and water courses, by industrial wastes and therefore detrimental affects on organisms;

This policy will assist in reducing inefficiency, waste of resources and pollution both during construction itself and during the life of a building or other construction. It will encourage quality in design and hence design for longevity as well as conserving, and enhancing our built heritage and natural environment.
Implementation strategy

In pursuance of the above the Council will actively promote actions which address the above issues and in particular it will seek to support: 

· High quality design that meets the needs of individuals and communities;

· Improved briefing to include a sustainable approach from the outset of projects and its continuity throughout the life of a project;

· Inter-disciplinary working from an early stage to encompass design and management aspects conducive to sustainable development;

· A life-cycle approach to design from inception, re-use and adaptation, to ultimate demolition;

· Appropriate whole life-cycle costing, including environmental costing;

· Inclusion of reduced environmental impact as part of best value criteria;

· Sustainable development appraisal processes in all projects;

· Continual development of professional standards to include sustainable development issues as a norm;

· The training of staff to facilitate the integration of this policy into standard practice;

· Development and implementation of best practice targets which exceed the requirements of building standards regulations and British Standards;

· Sustainable urban and rural planning and associated land use and transport policies;

· Innovation in support of best practice;

· Assessment of council stock in the first instance and implementation of a sustainable development improvement programme;

· The production or dissemination of appropriate guidance on sustainable construction 

· Action plans by all those engaged in design and construction to be integrated into their Service Plans;

· Community consultation on built development to ensure that such development meets local needs;

· Investigating opportunities for EMAS accreditation



· Setting of targets and Benchmarks, which support the Council’s sustainability and Community Strategy objectives.

Through this policy, the Council will procure a built environment that is sustainable environmentally, socially and economically. This policy will provide the Council with the power to address the future challenges of availability of resources, quantity and quality of energy available, the health of the community, and the protection and enhancement of the environment.

The perceived impact of this policy is a range of specific benefits 

· Improved integration between planning, construction and other policy objectives;

· A continuously improving construction process;

· Reduced construction waste;

· Reduced adverse impact on water, air and land resources;

· Improved flexibility in building design to extend building life;

· Improved effectiveness in use of financial and environmental resources;

· More effective use of products and materials;

· Reduced building related ill- health;

· Improved occupant comfort;

· Reduced costs in use;

· Improved maintainability;

· Improved build quality;

· Improved community benefits;

· Reduced expense associated with maintaining and operating public buildings;

· Reduced pressures on biodiversity;

Evaluation

The Regeneration Department will include monitoring and evaluation in the Council’s sustainable development action plan.
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